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          Council Chambers 
          Municipal Building 
          August 23, 2022 
 
The McAlester City Council met in a Regular session on Tuesday, August 23, 2022, at 6:00 P.M. 
after proper notice and agenda was posted, August 22, 2022, at 8:05 A.M. 
 
Pastor Teran Anderson, Life Church gave the invocation and lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Call to Order 
 
Mayor Browne called the meeting to order. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Council Roll Call was as follows: 
 
Attending: Justin Few, Cliff House, Randy Roden, Billy Jack Boatright, Kevin 

Beaty & John Browne 
Absent:    Weldon Smith 
Presiding:   John Browne, Mayor 
Staff Present: Dave Andren, City Manager; Sherri Swift, CFO; Stephanie 

Giacomo, Grants Administrator; Adam White, Economic 
Development Director; Chase Tindle, Airport Manager; Justice 
Adair, I.T. Computer Support; John T. Hammons, City Attorney and 
Cora Middleton, City Clerk 

 
Citizens Comments on Non-Agenda Items 
Residents may address Council regarding an item that is not listed on the Agenda. Residents must provide their name 
and address. Council requests that comments be limited to five (5) minutes. 
 
There were no citizen comments. 
 
Consent Agenda 
All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by 
one motion. There will not be separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed 
from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately. 
 
A. Approval of the Minutes from the August 9, 2022, Regular Meeting of the McAlester City 

Council. (Cora Middleton, City Clerk) 
 
B. Approval of Claims for August 03, 2022, through August 16, 2022. (Sherri Swift, Chief 

Financial Officer) In the following amounts: General Fund - $176,374.12; Parking 
Authority - $416.23; Nutrition - $548.77; Landfill Reserve/Sub-Title D - $6,210.00; 
Educational Fund - $50,857.47; Tourism Fund - $473.22; E-911 - $9,819.30; Economic 
Development - $11,989.98; Grants & Contributions - $79,019.37; CDBG Grants Fund - 
$94,049.38; American Rescue Plan - $171,516.63; Fleet Maintenance - $19,836.64; 
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Worker’s Compensation - $1,750.00; CIP Fund - $36,329.41; Stormwater Fund - 
$3,676.00; Infrastructure Fund - $16,563.83; MRHC – Cancer Center Fund - $50,857.47 
and MPWA – DWSRF Projects - $74,937.90. 
 

C. Concur with the Mayor’s reappointment of Susan Kanard to the Board of Adjustment for 
a term to expire March 31, 2025. (Cora Middleton, City Clerk)  

 
D. Concur with the Mayor’s appointment of Pam Pulchny to the Park Board for a term to 

expire July 31, 2025. (Cora Middleton, City Clerk) 
 

E. Consider, and act upon, indefinitely postponing Tort Claim Number 211655-1-ME, filed 
by Wesley Cherry, Esq. on behalf of Kimberly London. (Cora Middleton, City Clerk) 
 

A motion to approve the Consent Agenda was made by Councilman Few and seconded by 
Councilman House. There was no discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Few, House, Roden, Boatright, Beaty & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 
 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried.  
 
Scheduled Business 
 
1. Consider and act upon, accepting the total bid amount of $1,849,942.00 from Lone Hickory 

Cattle, LLC and authorize the Mayor to sign the Notice of Award and Contract for the 
DWSRF Project 6 Strong Blvd Water System Improvements Project. (Dale Burke, ISG-
Public Works) 

Executive Summary 
The recommendation is to accept the total bid amount of $1,849,942.00 from Lone Hickory Cattle, LLC and authorize 
the Mayor to sign the Notice of Award and Contract for the DWSRF Project 6 Strong Blvd Water System 
Improvements Project. 
 
Dale Burke, P.E. President Infrastructure Solutions Group, LLC addressed the Council showing 
them a section of waterline to illustrate the condition of much of the pipe in the ground in the City 
of McAlester. He then explained that the project for this item was to replace waterline along Strong 
Blvd. He stated that the City had received and opened bids for this project on Tuesday, August 16, 
2022, with three (3) of five (5) contractors that obtained bid packets submitting bids. He added 
that the apparent low bidder had been Lonehickory Cattle, LLC with a bid in the amount of 
$1,849,942.20. 
 
After a brief discussion concerning the location of the new waterline and how long it was expected 
to last a motion to accept the total bid amount of $1,849,942.00 from Lone Hickory Cattle, LLC 
and authorize the Mayor to sign the Notice of Award and Contract for the DWSRF Project 6 Strong 
Blvd Water System Improvements Project was made by Councilman Boatright. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Beaty, and the vote was taken as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Boatright, Beaty, Few, House, Roden & Mayor Browne 
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NAY:  None 
 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried.  
 
2 Consider and act upon authorizing the Mayor to sign a letter and supplemental agreement 

with the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) for an additional amount of $5,909.70 
from the Airport Improvement Project No. 3-40-0057-018-2021. (Stephanie Giacomo, 
Grants Administration) 

Executive Summary 
Staff recommends authorizing the Mayor to sign the letter and execute the supplemental agreement with the Federal 
Aviation Administration. 
 
Grants Administrator Giacomo addressed the Council explaining that July 2021 the City’s 
application to the Federal Aviation Administration Airport Improvement Program was approved 
for PAPI lights at the McAlester Regional Airport. She stated that the original amount of the award 
had been $134,100.00. She explained that there had been cost changes and unexpected equipment 
repairs that lead to an additional expense of $5,909.70. She added that this was a one hundred 
percent (100%) grant and there would be no matching funds required. 
 
There was no discussion, and a motion to authorize the Mayor to sign a letter and execute the 
supplemental agreement with the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) for an additional amount 
of $5,909.70 from the Airport Improvement Project No. 3-40-0057-018-2021 was made by 
Councilman Few. The motion was seconded by Councilman House, and the vote was taken as 
follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Few, House, Roden, Boatright, Beaty & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 
 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried.  
 
3. Discussion on monthly financial update. (Sherri Swift, Chief Financial Officer) 
Executive Summary 
Discussion Only.  
 
CFO Swift addressed the Council reviewing the City’s financial status as of July 31, 2022 with the 
fiscal year being 8.33% complete. She reviewed the General Fund revenues and expenditures 
stating that the first of the fiscal year always had larger one (1) time payments that would even out 
over the rest of the fiscal year. She added that revenues were still over budget. CFO Swift then 
reviewed the revenues and expenditures for the MPWA commenting that both were on target. She 
then reviewed the Sales Tax revenue stating that this was the second (2nd) highest month in the last 
two (2) years, and this was the two percent (2%) that the City operates on. She commented that 
the City’s Use Tax revenue was also the second (2nd) highest in the past two (2) years. CFO Swift 
reviewed the MPWA water sales for Residential, Commercial, Wholesale and Water Districts 
commenting that this was the highest receipts in the past two (2) years. She reviewed the 
Hotel/Motel tax commenting that this was the second (2nd) highest for the past two (2) years. She 
reviewed the Sales Tax revenue from the Shops at McAlester stating that this demonstrated that 
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breakout between the City’s portion and the reimbursement amount that went to the developer. 
She finished the update with the Treasury Report. 
 
There was a brief discussion concerning the programs implemented to assist citizens with utility 
bills, rent and mortgage payments, how they were performing and if there was still money available 
to help citizens.  
 
No action was taken on this item. 
 
4. Consider and act upon, adjusting the City of McAlester organizational chart to reestablish 

the Human Resources department as a stand-alone division, under the City Manager. (J. 
David Andren, City Manager) 

Executive Summary 

 
 
Manager Andren addressed the Council commenting that this was the first change that needed to 
happen. He stated that sometimes there needed to be a direct line between Human Resources and 
the City Manager. He commented that this would be coming out of Finance.  
 
After a brief discussion concerning Safety and Traffic Control, why it was not in Streets, and if 
that division would be working with Streets a motion to approve adjusting the City of McAlester 
organizational chart to reestablish the Human Resources department as a stand-alone division, 
under the City Manager was made by Councilman Few. The motion was seconded by Councilman 
Boatright, and the vote was taken as follows:  
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Few, Boatright, Roden, Beaty, House & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 
 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried.  
 
New Business 
Any matter not known, or which could not have been reasonably foreseen prior to the time of posting the Agenda in 
accordance with Sec. 311.9, Title 25, Oklahoma State Statutes. 
 
There was no new business. 
 
City Manager’s Report 
• Report on activities for the past two weeks. 
 
Manager Andren highlighted his report to the Council commenting on the work that Traffic 
Control had been accomplishing with their striping of streets and curbs, he reviewed the Safety 
Courses that were required of the employees and the number of both online and in-person hours. 
He reported that of the DWSRF $32.5 million loan, the City had spent 
$6.517 million on projects that were now in the ground and done. He added that those projects had 
created other projects. He reviewed the amount of debris that the Street Sweeper and ditching crew 
had removed from the streets during fiscal year 2021/2022.  He informed the Council that from 

Motion to approve adjusting the City of McAlester organizational chart to reestablish the Human Resources 
department as a stand-alone division, under the City Manager. 
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January through July, 2022 the City had issued $12.057 million in building permits. He stated that 
the previous fiscal year the City had issued $46.17 million in building permits. He commented that 
there had been 90,000 visitors at the Shops at McAlester in the past month and over the past three 
(3) months 250,000 had visited the Shops. He stated that the McDonalds in Tandy Town was the 
busiest in the nation, he commented on the new Airport Terminal in the works, the work that was 
being done toward filling the buildings in the Industrial park, and the Crypto Currency industry 
coming to the City. He commented on the unemployment for the State, County and City and 
distributed information on the funds received in grants since 2019. He completed his report by 
introducing the City’s new Utility Director Greg Casey. 
 
Remarks and Inquiries by City Council 
 
Councilman Few expressed his appreciation for all of the hard work that was being done in the 
City. 
 
Councilman Roden commented on the positive feedback he had received on the new lighting in 
the City. He commented on the various vacant houses in the City and that there were people living 
in some of them and setting them on fire. He then asked about the dump site that had been 
mentioned in the City Manager’s report. 
 
Manager Andren stated that he did not know where that site was located. 
 
Councilman Boatright thanked the employees that were working on 7th and Park. 
 
Councilmen Beaty and House did not have any comments or inquiries for the evening. 
 
Mayor’s Comments and Committee Appointments 
 
Mayor Browne commented on commercial people dumping in the City and asked citizens to report 
any illegal dumping. He mentioned the Nursery at Main and Washington had requested a 
crosswalk painted before Fall. He stated that Choctaw Nation Councilman Robbie Karr announced 
the expansion of the Choctaw Clinic. 
 
Recess Council Meeting 
 
Councilman House moved to recess the Regular Meeting and convene the Authorities. The motion 
was seconded by Councilman Few, and the vote was taken as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers House, Few, Roden, Boatright, Beaty & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 
 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried and the meeting was recessed at 6:39 P.M. 
 
Reconvene Council Meeting 
The Regular Meeting was reconvened at 6:41 P.M. 
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Mayor Browne announced that there would be a Special Meeting Tuesday, August 30, 2022 at 
5:15 P.M.  
 
Adjournment 
 
There being no further business to come before the Council, Councilman Few moved for the 
meeting to be adjourned. The motion was seconded by Councilman House. There was no 
discussion, and the vote was taken as follows: 
 
AYE:  Councilmembers Few, House, Boatright, Beaty, Roden & Mayor Browne 
NAY:  None 
 
Mayor Browne declared the motion carried, and the meeting was adjourned at 6:41 P.M. 
 
 

                    __________________________ 
ATTEST:                 John Browne, Mayor 
 
 
____________________________    
Cora Middleton, City Clerk 


